E d n o t e : C & R L N e w s o ffered ACRL can d i d ates fo r vice-p resid en t/ p resid en t-elect, P atricia A nn W an d an d Lizabeth (B e ts y ) son , this opportu nity to sh are their v iew s w ith th e m em bersh ip. A lthough m any o f th e issues facin g ACRL a re d iscu ssed inform ally at m eet ings, this d o es n ot provide a national forum to all m em b ers. W e h o p e that p rovid ing this fo ru m w ill a ssist y o u in m ak in g an inform ed ch o ice w h en you receive your ballot this spring. P A T R IC IA A N N W A N D M y m em b ersh ip in ACRL d ates to 1973, a 25y ear span o f th e m ost dram atic and revolution ary ch an g es im aginable in libraries. W h en I b e g an in this p ro fe ssio n librarian sh ip w as n o t consid ered a fast-track career. Few p eo p le then envisioned ubiquitous com puters and the co n s eq u e n c e o f their im pact o n th e creation, stor age, and delivery o f inform ation. N ow w e take fo r granted this an d m any o th er asp ects o f the in fo rm atio n a g e that w ere virtually u n k n o w n in 1973.
About the authors
Patricia A n n W a n d is u n iv e rsity lib ra ria n a t A m e rica n U niversity, e-m ail: pa tw a n d @ a m e rica n . H o w d o es a p ro fessio n a l a sso cia tio n , su ch as ACRL, su p p ort its m em b ers an d rem ain v iab le th ro u g h fu n d a m en ta l ch a n g es o f this nature?
ACRL b o th reflects th e ch a n g in g en v iro n m en t an d initiates additional c h a n g es to m eet m em b e r n e e d s. O n ly th ro u g h a ctiv e p articip atio n o f its m em b ers, an d th e d irectio n th ey g ive to its staff, ca n a n association lead th e profession.
ACRL bu ild s a n n u a lly o n its stren gth s. R e cen t m ajor d evelopm ents serve as exam ples: In s tr u c t io n is a n e s s e n t ia l c o m p o n e n t M y exp e rie n ce as a seco n d ary and high er ed u ca tio n te a ch e r b ro u g h t m e in to librarian sh ip.
A fter te a ch in g in a h e a lth ed u ca tio n p rog ram as a P ea ce Corps volu nteer in C olom bia, I kn ew I w anted to pursue teaching as a career. I earned a m aster's in teach in g, taught fo r several years, and, after m oving to a n e w com m unity, to o k a tem porary position as support staff in a univer sity library. 
In t e r n a t io n a l lib r a r ia n s h ip c o m e s h o m e
At th e sam e tim e I w as co n trib u tin g to th e 
L ib r a r y le g is la t iv e is s u e s a n d a d v o c a c y e f f o r t s in c r e a s e
In 1989 ACRL c a n su p p o rt u s th ro u g h its m a n y o r g a n iz a tio n a l m a n ife s ta tio n s a 
L o o k in g t o t h e S t r a t e g ic P la n
I b e lie v e th a t th e b e s t s tra te g ic p la n n in g m a n ife sts its e lf a s s tra te g ic th in k in g . S tra te g ic think in g is th e n e ce ssa ry p reco n d itio n fo r B y u s in g th e ACRL S tra te g ic P la n a s a g u id e b u t still a llo w in g frin g e id e a s a n d in i tia tiv e s th a t a re w o rth d o in g to e m e r g e , w e c a n m a in ta in a re s p o n s iv e a n d n im b le o rg a n iz a tio n th a t a c a d e m ic lib r a ria n s w ill w a n t to jo in . T h e s tr a te g ic d ir e c tio n s a rtic u la te d in th e ACRL S tra te g ic P la n a re so lid , o n th e At th e sa m e tim e, w e n e e d to cre a te a n e n v iro n m en t th at ca ta ly z es n e w an d n e e d e d e f fo rts th at c a n b e g ro w n in 
